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1 . QUOTED BELOW IS SUGGESTED DRAFT TEXT OF SECRETARY VANCE’S 
TOAST AT JUNE 28 LUNCHEON. 

2. QUOTE MR. PRESIDENT. IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU 

TO WASHINGTON. YOUR VISIT IS OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE TO US BECAUSE 
WE SHARE MANY BASIC COMMON INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES, AND BECAUSE 
VENEZUELA PLAYS A CRITICAL AND SUBSTANTIAL ROLE IN THE HEMISPHERE 
AND IN THE THIRD WORLD. THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE MAJOR 
CONCERNS OF THE WORLD AND THE AMERICAS, AS WELL AS THE STATE OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, IS THEREFORE A WELCOME ONE. 

3. IF THERE IS ONE WORD THAT TRULY CHARACTERIZES THE WORLD IN OUR 
TIME, MR. PRESIDENT, IT IS "CHANGE". CHANGE MEANS THAT YESTERDAY S 
SOLUTIONS ARE NOT ADEQUATE TODAY. THE NATIONS OF LATIN AMERICA, WITH 
THEIR VITALITY, INDIVIDUALITY AND IMAGINATION, WERE AMONG THE FIRST 
IN OUR CHANGING WORLD TO SEE THE IMPORTANCE OF ADAPTING 

GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS TO THE NEW REALTIES OF OUR DAY. WITHIN 
THIS HEMISPHERE, THE PROBLEMS HAVE BECOME AS DIVERSE AS THE 
WORLD ITSELF. THERE IS ECONOMIC DIVERSITY AND A VARIETY 
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OF POLITICAL PHILOSOPHIES. BUT THIS PERCEPTION OF DIVERSITY 
DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE ELEMENTS COMMON TO 
MANY OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION OR THAT WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO 
DEAL WITH REGIONAL APPROACHES TO COMMON PROBLEMS. 

4. IN HIS PAN AMERICAN DAY SPEECH PRESIDENT CARTER STRESSED HIS 
ABIDING INTEREST IN THE OAS AND HIS BELIEF THAT IT HAS AN IMPORTANT 
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ROLE TO PLAY IN IMPROVING HEMISPHERIC RELATIONS. I KNOW, 

MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT SHARES OUR CONCERN FOR THE 
OAS AS A KEY INSTITUTION OF THIS HEMISPHERE. AT THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE OAS IN GRENADA JUST TWO WEEKS AGO I HAD THE 
OCCASION TO MEET WITH MANY OF MY MINISTERIAL COLLEAGUES, INCLUDING 
THE DISTINGUISHED FOREIGN MINISTER OF VENEZUELA, DR. RAMON 
ESCOVAR SALOM. THERE WE DISCUSSED MAJOR ISSUES, AND THESE 
DISCUSSIONS WENT A LONG WAY IN FURTHERING THE COOPERATIVE 
SPIRIT AND THE UNDERSTANDING NEEDED TO FOSTER THE KIND OF 
SYSTEM WE ALL WANT TO SEE. 

5. THIS MORNING WE TALKED ABOUT MANY THINGS AND IN THE NEXT TWO 
DAYS WE WILL TALK ABOUT MANY MORE. BUT THERE ARE TWO POINTS THAT 
I WOULD LIKE TO SINGLE OUT AS ESPECIALLY SYMBOLIC OF THE NEW 
WORLD WE ARE IN AND OF THE RELEVANCE OF US-VENEZUELAN COOPERATION 
TO IT. 

6. YOU HAVE SPOKEN ELOQUENTLY, MR. PRESIDENT, OF THE NEED 
FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM. AS I STATED IN 
PARIS ON MAY 30, THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO BUILDING 
THAT NEW SYSTEM, THE CONSTRUCTION OF WHICH WILL REQUIRE ADJUST- 
MENTS, ACCOMMODATIONS, AND SACRIFICES BY ALL PARTIES. BUT THE 
VISION WHICH UNITES US ABOUT THE NEED TO ADJUST THE 

PRESENT ECONOMIC ORDER IS BEYOND QUESTION. AT THE PARIS 
MEETINGS ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION, BOTH SIDES REACHED 
AGREEMENT ON A NUMBER OF MATTERS. ALTHOUGH NEITHER THE DEVELOPED 
NOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FULLY ACHIEVED WHAT THEY DESIRED, 

THE CONFERENCE WAS HELD IN A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AND MUTUAL 
RESPECT. THIS WAS, IN PART, DUE TO THE EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTION 
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THAT VENEZUELA MADE TO THE CONFERENCE -A CONFERENCE IN WHICH 
YOUR MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, 

DR. MANUEL PEREZ GUERRERO, AS CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE CONFERENCE, 

IN PARTICULAR, PLAYED A VITAL ROLE. THE UNITED STATES 

LOOKS ROWARD TO FURTHER CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION IN THE 

CONTINUING GLOBAL DIALOGUE. 

7. YOUR VISIT ALSO SERVES, MR. PRESIDENT, TO CONFIRM AND 
REAFFIRM OUR COMMON BELIEF IN THE VALUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. WE 
BOTH REALIZE THE WORLD'S IMPERFECTIONS, BUT WE ALSO REALIZE 
THAT ONLY BY CONSISTENT AND FIRM APPLICATION OF BASIC MORAL 
PRINCIPLES CAN THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS BE SERVED. IT IS 
THEREFORE HEARTENING TO NOTE THE IMPORTANCE BOTH OUR GOVERNMENTS 
PLACE ON THE COMMITMENTS CONTAINED IN THE CHARTERS OF THE 

OAS AND THE UNITED NATIONS, IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND IN THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

8. IN A FEW DAYS TIME, MR. PRESIDENT, THE UNITED STATES WILL 
OBSERVE THE 201ST ANNIVERSARY OF ITS INDEPENDENCE AND, ONE DAY 
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LATER, VENEZUELA WILL CELEBRATE THE 168TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS 
INDEPENDENCE. THE FACT THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES CELEBRATE THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE ON SUCCESSIVE DAYS SYMBOLIZED THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
THAT HAS AND SHOULD EXIST BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. MAY IT ALWAYS BE THUS. 

9. MAY I PROPOSE A TOAST TO YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, AND TO THE GREAT 
NATION WHICH YOU REPRESENT. UNQUOTE. 

VARY 
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